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BY NATO SUMMIT MAY 31 : 

BEGIN TEXT: 
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1. 1. THE NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL MET WITH THE 
PARTICIPATION OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT IN 
WASHINGTON ON 30TH AND 31ST MAY, 1978. 

2. SINCE ITS INCEPTION THE ALLIANCE HAS SERVED TO 
GUARANTEE SECURITY, ENHANCE COOPERATION AND COHESION 
AND PROMOTE PEACE. ITS FUNDAMENTAL VITALITY LIES IN 
THE FACT THAT ALL ALLIED COUNTRIES ENJOY DEMOCRATIC 
SYSTEMS OF GOVERNMENT. THE ALLIES REMAIN CONVINCED 
THAT THESE SYSTEMS PROVIDE THE MOST HUMANE AND 
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EFFECTIVE MEANS OF ORGANIZING SOCIETY TO DEAL WITH 
THE CHALLENGES OF THE MODERN WORLD. THEY REAFFIRMED 
THE CENTRAL ROLE OF THE ALLIANCE AS THE GUARDIAN OF 

THEIR COLLECTIVE SECURITY AND RENEWED THEIR PLEDGE 
TO CONSULT WITH ONE ANOTHER ABOUT THE COMMON GOALS 
AND PURPOSES OF THE ALLIANCE FOR THE YEARS AHEAD. 

3. THE ALLIED LEADERS NOTED THAT THEIR MEETING FOLLOWS 
A YEAR OF INTENSE ACTIVITY, ANALYSIS AND REASSESSMENT, 
AIMED AT ENSURING THAT THE ALLIANCE CAN MEET FUTURE 
TASKS. IN PARTICULAR, THE ALLIES HAVE SUCCESSFULLY 
UNDERTAKEN THE STUDY AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECISIONS 
AND INITIATIVES TAKEN IN COMMON AT THE COUNCIL'S 
MEETING IN LONDON LAST MAY. 

4. THE FRESH STUDY OF LONG-TERM TRENDS IN EAST- WEST 
RELATIONS. DECIDED UPON IN LONDON, HAS CONFIRMED 

THE CONTINUING VALIDITY OF THE TWO COMPLEMENTARY AIMS 
OF THE ALLIANCE, TO MAINTAIN SECURITY AND PURSUE DETENTE. 
BASED ON AN EXAMINATION OF THE SITUATION AND TRENDS 
IN THE USSR AND THE OTHER WARSAW PACT 
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COUNTRIES, THE COUNCIL'S STUDY CONCLUDES THAT MEMBERS 
OF THE ALLIANCE MUST MAINTAIN THEIR SOLIDARITY AND 
THEIR VIGILANCE, AND KEEP THEIR DEFENCES AT THE 
LEVEL RENDERED NECESSARY BY THE WARSAW PACT'S OFFENSIVE 
CAPABILITIES, WHILE, AT THE SAME TIME, STRIVING TO 
PROMOTE DETENTE. THE STUDY HAS ALSO CONFIRMED THAT 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE ALLIES AND THE WARSAW PACT 
COUNTRIES HAVE BECOME MORE EXTENSIVE, BUT THAT SERIOUS 
CAUSES OF TENSION STILL PERSIST. 

5. THE ALLIED LEADERS NOTED WITH CONCERN THE REPEATED 
INSTANCES IN WHICH THE SOVIET UNION AND SOME OF ITS 
ALLIES HAVE EXPLOITED SITUATIONS OF INSTABILITY AND 
REGIONAL CONFLICT IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD. DISREGARD 
FOR THE INDIVISIBILITY OF DETENTE CANNOT BUT 

JEOPARDISE THE FURTHER IMPROVEMENT OF EAST-WEST RELATIONS. 
THEY ALSO EMPHASISED, HOWEVER, THAT THESE SITUATIONS 
SHOULD NOT BE VIEWED EXCLUSIVELY IN AN EAST- WEST 
CONTEXT AND REAFFIRMED THE IMPORTANCE THEY ATTACH TO 
ENCOURAGING PEACEFUL SETTLEMENTS THROUGH NEGOTIATION 
BY THE COUNTRIES AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS THEMSELVES. 

6. THE ALLIES REVIEWED THE DEVELOPMENTS CONCERNING 
BERLIN AND GERMANY AS A WHOLE. THEY NOTED THAT SINCE 
THE MINISTERIAL MEETING IN DECEMBER 1977, THE SITUATION 

IN AND AROUND BERLIN HAD BEEN GENERALLY WITHOUT SERIOUS 
DISTURBANCE, BUT THAT THE DIFFICULTIES HAD PERSISTED IN 
CERTAIN IMPORTANT FIELDS. THEY REAFFIRMED THE PREVIOUSLY 
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STATED POSITIONS OF THE ALLIANCE, PARTICULARLY THE 

CONVICTION THAT THE STRICT OBSERVANCE AND FULL 
IMPLEMENTATION OF ALL PROVISIONS OF THE QUADRIPARTITE 
AGREEMENT OF 3RD SEPTEMBER, 1971 ARE ESSENTIAL FOR THE 
PROMOTION OF DETENTE, THE MAINTENANCE OF SECURITY AND 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF COOPERATION THROUGHOUT EUROPE. 
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7. THE ALLIES REMAIN DETERMINED TO PURSUE AS CONSTRUCTIVE 
AND POSITIVE A RELATIONSHIP AS POSSIBLE WITH THE SOVIET 
UNION AND THE OTHER EAST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, WHICH THEY 
SEE AS BEING ESSENTIAL TO INTERNATIONAL PEACE. THEY 
REAFFIRMED THEIR VIEW THAT CLOSER CONTACT AND UNDER- 
STANDING SHOULD BE FURTHER ENCOURAGED, WITH A VIEW 

TO ENLARGING THE BASIS FOR A MORE GENUINE AND LASTING 
DETENTE. 

8. THE ALLIES REMAIN CONVINCED THAT FULL IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE CSCE FINAL ACT IS OF ESSENTIAL IMPORTANCE TO 

THE IMPROVEMENT OF EAST- WEST RELATIONS. THE ALLIES 
WELCOMED THE THOROUGH REVIEW OF IMPLEMENTATION WHICH 
TOOK PLACE IN BELGRADE, AND NOTED THAT HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND HUMANITARIAN QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED AS 
LEGITIMATE AREAS OF CONCERN TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY. THEY RECALLED THAT ALL PARTICIPATING 
STATES REAFFIRMED THEIR RESOLVE TO IMPLEMENT THE HELSINKI 
FINAL ACT IN FULL AND THEIR WILL TO CONTINUE THE 
MULTILATERAL PROCESS INITIATED BY THE CSCE. THEY 
REGRETTED, HOWEVER, THAT THE BELGRADE MEETING DID 
NOT HAVE A MORE SUBSTANTIAL OUTCOME; THEY STRESSED 
THE IMPORTANCE OF BETTER IMPLEMENTATION OF ALL THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE FINAL ACT SO THAT, BY THE TIME OF 
THE MADRID MEETING IN 1980, THE REVIEW OF IMPLEMENTATION 
WILL SHOW THAT SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT HAS BEEN MADE 
NOT ONLY IN RELATIONS BETWEEN STATES, BUT ALSO IN 
THE LIVES OF INDIVIDUALS. IN THIS RESPECT, THEY 
FOUND IT INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE FINAL ACT AND WITH 
DETENTE THAT THE SOVIET UNION AND SOME OTHER EASTERN 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES FAIL TO RECOGNISE THE RIGHT OF THEIR 
CITIZENS TO ACT UPON THE PROVISIONS OF THE HELSINKI 
DOCUMENT WITHOUT BEING SUBJECTED TO REPRESSIVE MEASURES. 
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9. THE ALLIED LEADERS REITERATED THEIR DETERMINATION 
TO WORK VIGOROUSLY FOR A MORE EFFECTIVE AND EQUITABLE 
WORLD ECONOMIC SYSTEM. THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE ALLIED 
COUNTRIES, BY THEIR LONG-STANDING EFFORTS IN EXTENDING 
AID TO THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, HAVE DEMONSTRATED THE 
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IMPORTANCE THEY ATTACH TO THIS OBJECTIVE. THEY CALL 

UPON THE WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES TO PARTICIPATE FULLY 
IN THIS ENDEAVOUR. 

10. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN THE FIELDS OF SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY AND OF THE ENVIRONMENT CAN LIKEWISE 
CONTRIBUTE TO A BETTER WORLD. IN THIS RESPECT, ALLIED 
LEADERS NOTED WITH SATISFACTION THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
THE NATO SCIENCE COMMITTEE, WHICH RECENTLY CELEBRATED 
ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY, AND OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE 
CHALLENGES OF MODERN SOCIETY. 

1 1 . HAVING IN MIND THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 2 OF 

THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY, THE ALLIED LEADERS RECOGNISE 
THE GREAT IMPORTANCE OF SECURING A SOUND BASIS FOR 
THE FURTHER IMPROVEMENT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THEIR PEOPLES. DIFFICULTIES IN 
MAINTAINING A SUFFICIENT AND SUSTAINED ECONOMIC 
GROWTH ARE AFFECTING THE ABILITY OF SOME MEMBERS OF 
THE ALLIANCE TO MAINTAIN AN EFFECTIVE DEFENCE EFFORT. 

IN ADDITION TO ALLIED ASSISTANCE AND COOPERATION IN 
THE DEFENCE FIELD, THOSE COUNTRIES ALSO NEED ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE AND COOPERATION AIMED AT HELPING THEM IN 
THEIR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES AND IN THE IMPROVEMENT 
OF THE LIVING STANDARDS OF THEIR PEOPLES. TO THIS 
END, THE SECRETARY GENERAL WAS INVITED TO CONDUCT 
A STUDY, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT EXISTING EFFORTS BY ALLIED 
MEMBERS BILATERALLY AND IN OTHER INTERNATIONAL FORA, 

AND TO REPORT TO THE COUNCIL ON THE WAY IN WHICH THIS 
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PROBLEM COULD BE ADDRESSED. 

12. THE ALLIES NOTED WITH SATISFACTION THE MEETING OF THE 
PRIME MINISTERS OF GREECE AND TURKEY. THEY EXPRESSED THE 
HOPE THAT THIS DIALOGUE ON BILATERAL QUESTIONS WILL 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE SOLUTION OF THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE 
TWO COUNTRIES. 

13. THE ALLIES REAFFIRMED THE IMPORTANCE THEY ATTACH TO 
THE STRENGTHENING OF COHESION AND SOLIDARITY ESPECIALLY 
IN THE SOUTH EASTERN FLANK. THEY EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT 
EXISTING PROBLEMS WILL BE RESOLVED, AND THAT FULL CO- 
OPERATION AMONG MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE IN ALL ASPECTS OF 
THE DEFENCE FIELD WOULD BE RESUMED. 

14. HAVING CONSIDERED THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST, 

THE ALLIED LEADERS EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT EFFORTS AIMING 
AT A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT IN THE AREA WOULD CONTINUE. 
THEY URGED ALL PARTIES CONCERNED TO REDOUBLE THEIR EFFORTS 
TO REACH A JUST AND LASTING PEACE. 
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15. THE EFFORTS BY THE ALLIES TO REDUCE TENSIONS BETWEEN 
EAST AND WEST AND TO DISCOURAGE ATTEMPTS TO USE MIT, IT ARY 
POWER FOR POLITICAL ENDS, CAN ONLY BE SUCCESSFULLY PURSUED 
IN THE CONTEXT OF A STABLE MILITARY BALANCE. SUCH A 
BALANCE WOULD ENSURE THAT THEY CAN PURSUE THEIR DETENTE 
POLICIES IN SAFETY AND WITH CONFIDENCE. 

16. THE ALLIED LEADERS EXPRESSED THEIR CONCERN AT THE 
CONTINUAL EXPANSION OF WARSAW PACT OFFENSIVE CAPABILITIES. 
FACED WITH THIS SITUATION. AND NOTWITHSTANDING SOVIET 
STATEMENTS THAT THESE MASSIVE MILITARY RESOURCES ARE NOT 
DESIGNED TO THREATEN THE SECURITY OF THE ALLIED COUNTRIES, 
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THE LATTER HAVE NO OPTION BUT TO CONTINUE TWO COMPLEMENTARY 
APPROACHES: ON THE ONE HAND, STRENGTHEN THEIR DEFENSIVE 
CAPABILITIES AND ON THE OTHER, SEEK TO PROMOTE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS ON ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGREEMENTS. THE 
ALLIES WILL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW THE LATTER APPROACH WHEN- 
EVER POSSIBLE. BUT PROGRESS IN THIS DIRECTION NECESSARILY 
DEPENDS ON A POSITIVE ATTITUDE ON THE PART OF THE WARSAW 
PACT COUNTRIES. 

17. THE ALLIED LEADERS RECOGNISED THAT EFFECTIVE AND 
VERIFIABLE LIMITATION OF ARMS, AIMED IN PARTICULAR AT 
CORRECTING THE EXISTING IMBALANCES IN EUROPE IN THE CON- 
VENTIONAL FIELD, IS AN INDISPENSABLE CONDITION FOR A 
DURABLE IMPROVEMENT IN EAST- WEST RELATIONS AND FOR THE 
CONSOLIDATION OF PEACE. 

18. THE ALLIED LEADERS DISCUSSED THE US-USSR STRATEGIC 
ARMS LIMITATION TALKS. THEY WELCOMED PROGRESS MADE IN THE 
NEGOTIATIONS AND EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR US EFFORTS TO CON- 
CLUDE AN AGREEMENT WHICH IS RESPONSIVE TO THE SECURITY 
INTERESTS AND CONCERNS OF THE ALLIANCE AND WHICH ENHANCES 
STRATEGIC STABILITY AND MAINTAINS DETERRENCE. 

19. WITH RESPECT TO MUTUAL AND BALANCED FORCE REDUCTIONS, 

THE ALLIES WHO PARTICIPATE IN THE NEGOTIATIONS IN VIENNA 
REAFFIRMED THEIR COMMITMENT TO THESE NEGOTIATIONS WHICH 
THEY FIRST PROPOSED AT THE MINISTERIAL MEETING IN REYKIAVIK 
TEN YEARS AGO, AND THEIR DETERMINATION TO BRING THEM TO A 
SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION. THEY CONFIRMED THEIR ENDORSEMENT 
OF THE AGREED OBJECTIVE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS TO CONTRIBUTE 
TO A MORE STABLE RELATIONSHIP AND THE STRENGTHENING OF 
PEACE AND SECURITY IN EUROPE. THIS OBJECTIVE WOULD BE 
ACHIEVED BY THEIR PROPOSAL TO CREATE APPROXIMATE PARITY 
IN GROUND FORCES IN THE AREA OF REDUCTIONS THROUGH THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMON COLLECTIVE CEILING ON GROUND 
FORCE MANPOWER AND THE REDUCTION OF THE DISPARITY IN TANKS. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THEY CALLED ATTENTION TO THE IMPORTANT NEW INITIATIVE 
WHICH THEY INTRODUCED INTO THE NEGOTIATIONS ON 19TH APRIL, 

TO WHICH THEY NOW LOOK FOR A SERIOUS AND CONSTRUCTIVE 
RESPONSE FROM THE WARSAW PACT PARTICIPANTS. THESE ALLIES 
CONSIDER THAT THE DATA DISCUSSION IN VIENNA IS AN ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENT IN THE EFFORTS TOWARDS A SATISFACTORY OUTCOME AND 
THAT THE CLARIFICATION OF THE DATA BASE IS THEREFORE 
DECISIVE FOR SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

THESE ALLIES STATE THAT THEY WILL PROPOSE THAT A MEETING 
OF THE NEGOTIATIONS AT FOREIGN MINISTER LEVEL SHOULD BE 
CONVENED AT AN APPROPRIATE DATE ONCE SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS 
HAS BEEN MADE IN THE NEGOTIATIONS AND IT IS CLEAR THAT A 
MEETING AT THIS LEVEL COULD CONTRIBUTE EFFECTIVELY TO THE 
EARLY CONCLUSION OF A MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY AGREEMENT. 

20. THE ALLIES WELCOMED THE UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL 
SESSION ON DISARMAMENT. THEY EXPRESSED THEIR RESOLVE TO 
PARTICIPATE IN IT CONSTRUCTIVELY AND THEIR HOPE THAT THIS 
IMPORTANT CONFERENCE WOULD PRODUCE SUBSTANTIAL RESULTS. 
ALLIED LEADERS AGREED THAT THE DESTRUCTIVENESS OF MODERN 
WEAPONRY, THE DANGER OF THE PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS. THE NEEDS OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF THEIR OWN SOCIETIES MAKE CO-OPERATION ON 
A WIDE RANGE OF DISARMAMENT AND ARMS CONTROL ISSUES AN 
URGENT TASK FOR ALL COUNTRIES. PROGRESS IN THIS DIRECTION 

CANNOT BUT CONTRIBUTE TO INTERNATIONAL PROSPERITY AND MAKE 
EASIER THE NECESSARY GROWTH IN FINANCIAL RESOURCES 
DEVOTED TO DEVELOPMENT. THE ALLIES REAFFIRMED THEIR 
DETERMINATION TO PERSEVERE, THROUGH NEGOTIATION, IN THE 
PURSUIT OF REALISTIC AND VERIFIABLE DISARMAMENT AND ARMS 
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CONTROL MEASURES THAT ENHANCE STABILITY, REDUCE FORCE 
LEVELS AND PROMOTE SECURITY. TO THESE ENDS, THEY AGREED 
TO MAKE FULLER USE OF THE ALLIANCE MACHINERY FOR THOROUGH 
CONSULTATION ON ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT ISSUES. 

21. UNTIL SUCH TIME AS IT PROVES POSSIBLE TO ACHIEVE A 
SATISFACTORY MILITARY BALANCE AT LOWER LEVELS OF FORCES 
THROUGH REALISTIC AND VERIFIABLE FORCE REDUCTION AGREE- 
MENTS, THE ALLIES WILL CONTINUE TO DEVOTE ALL THE RESOURCES 
NECESSARY TO MODERNIZE AND STRENGTHEN THEIR OWN FORCES TO 
THE EXTENT REQUIRED FOR DETERRENCE AND DEFENCE. THEY 
WILL CONTINUE THE EFFORTS THEY HAVE UNDERTAKEN TO PRESERVE 
AND PROMOTE THE STRONG INDUSTRIAL AND TECHNICAL CAPABILITY 
WHICH IS ESSENTIAL TO THE DEFENCE OF THE ALLIANCE AS A 
WHOLE. THE PROVISION OF NEW AND EXISTING GENERATIONS OF 
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WEAPONRY WILL REQUIRE THE MOST EFFECTIVE USE OF DEFENCE 
RESOURCES AND DEEPENED CO-OPERATION IN ARMAMENTS. IN 
THIS CONNECTION, THE ALLIES WELCOMED THE STEPS THAT HAD 
BREN TAKEN PURSUANT TO THE INITIATIVE AGREED IN LONDON ON 
THE INTENSIFICATION OF THE TRANSATLANTIC DIALOGUE. THE 
ALLIES ARE CONVINCED THAT THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THEIR FORCES 
CAN BE INCREASED THROUGH ENHANCED INTEROPERABILITY AND 
STANDARDIZATION OF EQUIPMENT AND DEFENCE EQUIPMENT PLAN- 
NING PROCEDURES. 

II. 22. AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY OF LONG- 
TERM TRENDS IN EAST- WEST RELATIONS AND OTHER MATTERS 
AFFECTING WESTERN SECURITY, LEADERS OF STATES TAKING PART 
IN THE INTEGRATED DEFENCE STRUCTURE OF THE ALLIANCE 
CONSIDERED THE 3 1ST MAY A REPORT ON THE LONG-TERM DEFENCE 
PROGRAMME PREPARED BY THEIR DEFENCE MINISTERS, WHICH HAD 
BEEN COMMISSIONED AT THE LONDON SUMMIT MEETING IN MAY 
1977. 

23. THEY NOTED WITH APPROVAL THAT EMPHASIS WAS PLACED IN 
THE LONG-TERM DEFENCE PROGRAMME ON GREATER CO-OPERATIVE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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EFFORTS AND ON THE NEED FOR NATO CO-ORDINATED DEFENCE 
PLANNING TO BE PROJECTED INTO THE LONGER TERM. THE 
LEADERS OF THESE STATES ENDORSED SPECIFIC PROGRAMMES 
APPROVED BY DEFENCE MINISTERS TO IMPROVE THE READINESS 
OF NATO'S FORCES AND THE MOBILIZATION OF RESERVES, TO 
STRENGTHEN NATO'S AIR DEFENCES, TO COUNTER THE ELECTRONIC 

WARFARE THREAT, TO ENHANCE NATO'S MARITIME POSTURE, TO 
PROVIDE MORE EFFECTIVE LOGISTIC SUPPORT FOR ALL NATO 
FORCES, AND TO IMPROVE NATO'S COMMAND, CONTROL AND 
COMMUNICATIONS ARRANGEMENTS. THEY APPROVED PROGRAMMES 
DESIGNED TO ACCELERATE THE MOVEMENT OF SIGNIFICANT REIN- 
FORCEMENTS TO THE FORWARD AREAS IN A TIME OF CRISIS, 
ENVISAGING THE COMMITMENT OF CIVIL AIR, SEA, LAND AND 
NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE RESOURCES; AND THEY WELCOMED IN 
PARTICULAR THE UNITED STATES INTENTION TO PREPOSITION 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT FOR THREE ADDITIONAL UNITED STATES 
DIVISIONS IN THE CENTRAL REGION OF ALLIED COMMAND EUROPE 
BY 1982, RECOGNISING THE NEED FOR EUROPEAN ALLIES TO 
PROVIDE THE NECESSARY SUPPORT AND OTHER FACILITIES. 

THEY ALSO NOTED WITH INTEREST THE WORK UNDERWAY IN THE 
NUCLEAR PLANNING GROUP TOWARDS MEETING NEEDS FOR THE 
MODERNIZATION OF THEATRE NUCLEAR FORCES. 

24. THESE ALLIED LEADERS NOTED WITH SATISFACTION THAT 
ALMOST ALL COUNTRIES HAD INDICATED THEIR INTENTION TO 
ADJUST THEIR FINANCIAL PLANS FOR DEFENCE IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE AIM, ESTABLISHED IN THE 1977 MINISTERIAL 
GUIDANCE, OF AN ANNUAL INCREASE IN DEFENCE EXPENDITURE 
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IN THE REGION OF 3 IN REAL TERMS. THEY ALSO STRESSED 
THE IMPORTANCE OF ACHIEVING THE MOST EFFECTIVE RETURN 
FROM RESOURCES MADE AVAILABLE OR PLANNED FOR DEFENCE BY 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THE ACHIEVEMENT OF A GREATER DEGREE OF CO-OPERATION AND 
RATIONALIZATION; THEY WELCOMED THE EMPHASIS PLACED IN THE 
LONG-TERM DEFENCE PROGRAMME ON THIS OBJECTIVE. 

25. THEY EXPRESSED THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE LONG-TERM 
DEFENCE PROGRAMME FORWARDED BY THEIR DEFENCE MINISTERS, 
AS A MAJOR CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS ADAPTING NATO'S FORCES 
TO THE CHANGING NEEDS OF THE 1980S. THEY CALLED FOR 
VIGOROUS FOLLOW-THROUGH ACTION TO BE TAKEN BY NATIONAL 
AUTHORITIES AND AT NATO AND INTERNATIONAL MILITARY HEAD- 
QUARTERS. IN THIS CONNECTION, TURKEY POINTED OUT THE 
IMPORTANCE TO HER PARTICIPATION OF SUFFICIENT SUPPORT 
FROM HER ALLIES AS WELL AS OF THE COMPLETE REMOVAL OF 
EXISTING RESTRICTIONS ON THE PROCUREMENT OF DEFENCE 
EQUIPMENT. 

26. IN TAKING THESE DECISIONS, THESE ALLIED LEADERS 
CONCLUDED THAT, IN THE ABSENCE OF EQUITABLE ARMS CONTROL 
AND DISARMAMENT AGREEMENTS, A SATISFACTORY BALANCE IN 
STRATEGIC, THEATRE NUCLEAR AND CONVENTIONAL TERMS COULD 
ONLY BE ASSURED BY GREATER EFFORTS TO MODERNIZE AND 
STRENGTHEN THE MILITARY CAPACITY OF THE ALLIANCE. THEY 

STRESSED THAT THE MAINTENANCE OF SECURITY IS INDISPENSABLE 
FOR THE CONTINUED FREEDOM, INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY AND WELFARE 
OF THEIR SOCIETIES AND FOR THE FURTHERING OF DETENTE. 

END TEXT. 
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FOLLOWING REPAET STATE 141919 SENT ACTION USNATO INFO ALL 
EUROPEAN DIPLOMATIC POST USUN NEW YORK USDEL MBFR VIENNA 
CINCLANT USCINCEUR USLOSACLANT USNMR SHAPE JUN 05. 

QUOTE UNCLAS STATE 141919 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: NATO, NAC 

SUBJECT: WASHINGTON NATO SUMMIT: FINAL COMMUNIQUE 
REF: STATE 138250 

FOLLOWING IS CORRECTED TEXT OF FINAL COMMUNIQUE ADOPTED 
BY NATO SUMMIT MAY 31 : 

BEGIN TEXT: 

1. 1. THE NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL MET WITH THE 
PARTICIPATION OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT IN 
WASHINGTON ON 30TH AND 31ST MAY, 1978. 

2. SINCE ITS INCEPTION THE ALLIANCE HAS SERVED TO 
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GUARANTEE SECURITY, ENHANCE COOPERATION AND COHESION 
AND PROMOTE PEACE. ITS FUNDAMENTAL VITALITY LIES IN 
THE FACT THAT ALL ALLIED COUNTRIES ENJOY DEMOCRATIC 
SYSTEMS OF GOVERNMENT. THE ALLIES REMAIN CONVINCED 
THAT THESE SYSTEMS PROVIDE THE MOST HUMANE AND 
EFFECTIVE MEANS OF ORGANIZING SOCIETY TO DEAL WITH 
THE CHALLENGES OF THE MODERN WORLD. THEY REAFFIRMED 
THE CENTRAL ROLE OF THE ALLIANCE AS THE GUARDIAN OF 

THEIR COLLECTIVE SECURITY AND RENEWED THEIR PLEDGE 
TO CONSULT WITH ONE ANOTHER ABOUT THE COMMON GOALS 
AND PURPOSES OF THE ALLIANCE FOR THE YEARS AHEAD. 

3. THE ALLIED LEADERS NOTED THAT THEIR MEETING FOLLOWS 
A YEAR OF INTENSE ACTIVITY, ANALYSIS AND REASSESSMENT, 
AIMED AT ENSURING THAT THE ALLIANCE CAN MEET FUTURE 
TASKS. IN PARTICULAR, THE ALLIES HAVE SUCCESSFULLY 
UNDERTAKEN THE STUDY AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECISIONS 
AND INITIATIVES TAKEN IN COMMON AT THE COUNCIL'S 
MEETING IN LONDON LAST MAY. 

4. THE FRESH STUDY OF LONG-TERM TRENDS IN EAST- WEST 
RELATIONS, DECIDED UPON IN LONDON, HAS CONFIRMED 

THE CONTINUING VALIDITY OF THE TWO COMPLEMENTARY AIMS 
OF THE ALLIANCE, TO MAINTAIN SECURITY AND PURSUE DETENTE. 
BASED ON AN EXAMINATION OF THE SITUATION AND TRENDS 
IN THE USSR AND THE OTHER WARSAW PACT 
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COUNTRIES, THE COUNCIL'S STUDY CONCLUDES THAT MEMBERS 
OF THE ALLIANCE MUST MAINTAIN THEIR SOLIDARITY AND 
THEIR VIGILANCE, AND KEEP THEIR DEFENCES AT THE 
LEVEL RENDERED NECESSARY BY THE WARSAW PACT’S OFFENSIVE 
CAPABILITIES, WHILE, AT THE SAME TIME, STRIVING TO 
PROMOTE DETENTE. THE STUDY HAS ALSO CONFIRMED THAT 
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RELATIONS BETWEEN THE ALLIES AND THE WARSAW PACT 
COUNTRIES HAVE BECOME MORE EXTENSIVE, BUT THAT SERIOUS 
CAUSES OF TENSION STILL PERSIST. 

5. THE ALLIED LEADERS NOTED WITH CONCERN THE REPEATED 
INSTANCES IN WHICH THE SOVIET UNION AND SOME OF ITS 
ALLIES HAVE EXPLOITED SITUATIONS OF INSTABILITY AND 
REGIONAL CONFLICT IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD. DISREGARD 
FOR THE INDIVISIBILITY OF DETENTE CANNOT BUT 

JEOPARDISE THE FURTHER IMPROVEMENT OF EAST-WEST RELATIONS. 
THEY ALSO EMPHASISED, HOWEVER, THAT THESE SITUATIONS 
SHOULD NOT BE VIEWED EXCLUSIVELY IN AN EAST- WEST 
CONTEXT AND REAFFIRMED THE IMPORTANCE THEY ATTACH TO 
ENCOURAGING PEACEFUL SETTLEMENTS THROUGH NEGOTIATION 
BY THE COUNTRIES AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS THEMSELVES. 

6. THE ALLIES REVIEWED THE DEVELOPMENTS CONCERNING 
BERLIN AND GERMANY AS A WHOLE. THEY NOTED THAT SINCE 
THE MINISTERIAL MEETING IN DECEMBER 1977, THE SITUATION 

IN AND AROUND BERLIN HAD BEEN GENERALLY WITHOUT SERIOUS 
DISTURBANCE, BUT THAT THE DIFFICULTIES HAD PERSISTED IN 
CERTAIN IMPORTANT FIELDS. THEY REAFFIRMED THE PREVIOUSLY 
STATED POSITIONS OF THE ALLIANCE, PARTICULARLY THE 

CONVICTION THAT THE STRICT OBSERVANCE AND FULL 
IMPLEMENTATION OF ALL PROVISIONS OF THE QUADRIPARTITE 
AGREEMENT OF 3RD SEPTEMBER, 1971 ARE ESSENTIAL FOR THE 
PROMOTION OF DETENTE, THE MAINTENANCE OF SECURITY AND 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF COOPERATION THROUGHOUT EUROPE. 

7. THE ALLIES REMAIN DETERMINED TO PURSUE AS CONSTRUCTIVE 
AND POSITIVE A RELATIONSHIP AS POSSIBLE WITH THE SOVIET 
UNION AND THE OTHER EAST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, WHICH THEY 
SEE AS BEING ESSENTIAL TO INTERNATIONAL PEACE. THEY 
REAFFIRMED THEIR VIEW THAT CLOSER CONTACT AND UNDER- 
STANDING SHOULD BE FURTHER ENCOURAGED, WITH A VIEW 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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TO ENLARGING THE BASIS FOR A MORE GENUINE AND LASTING 
DETENTE. 

8. THE ALLIES REMAIN CONVINCED THAT FULL IMPLEMENTATION 
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OF THE CSCE FINAL ACT IS OF ESSENTIAL IMPORTANCE TO 
THE IMPROVEMENT OF EAST- WEST RELATIONS. THE ALLIES 
WELCOMED THE THOROUGH REVIEW OF IMPLEMENTATION WHICH 
TOOK PLACE IN BELGRADE, AND NOTED THAT HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND HUMANITARIAN QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED AS 
LEGITIMATE AREAS OF CONCERN TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY. THEY RECALLED THAT ALL PARTICIPATING 
STATES REAFFIRMED THEIR RESOLVE TO IMPLEMENT THE HELSINKI 
FINAL ACT IN FULL AND THEIR WILL TO CONTINUE THE 
MULTILATERAL PROCESS INITIATED BY THE CSCE. THEY 
REGRETTED, HOWEVER, THAT THE BELGRADE MEETING DID 
NOT HAVE A MORE SUBSTANTIAL OUTCOME; THEY STRESSED 
THE IMPORTANCE OF BETTER IMPLEMENTATION OF ALL THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE FINAL ACT SO THAT, BY THE TIME OF 
THE MADRID MEETING IN 1980, THE REVIEW OF IMPLEMENTATION 
WILL SHOW THAT SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT HAS BEEN MADE 
NOT ONLY IN RELATIONS BETWEEN STATES, BUT ALSO IN 
THE LIVES OF INDIVIDUALS. IN THIS RESPECT, THEY 
FOUND IT INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE FINAL ACT AND WITH 
DETENTE THAT THE SOVIET UNION AND SOME OTHER EASTERN 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES FAIL TO RECOGNISE THE RIGHT OF THEIR 
CITIZENS TO ACT UPON THE PROVISIONS OF THE HELSINKI 
DOCUMENT WITHOUT BEING SUBJECTED TO REPRESSIVE MEASURES. 

9. THE ALLIED LEADERS REITERATED THEIR DETERMINATION 
TO WORK VIGOROUSLY FOR A MORE EFFECTIVE AND EQUITABLE 
WORLD ECONOMIC SYSTEM. THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE ALLIED 
COUNTRIES, BY THEIR LONG-STANDING EFFORTS IN EXTENDING 
AID TO THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, HAVE DEMONSTRATED THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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IMPORTANCE THEY ATTACH TO THIS OBJECTIVE. THEY CALL 

UPON THE WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES TO PARTICIPATE FULLY 
IN THIS ENDEAVOUR. 

10. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN THE FIELDS OF SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY AND OF THE ENVIRONMENT CAN LIKEWISE 
CONTRIBUTE TO A BETTER WORLD. IN THIS RESPECT, ALLIED 
LEADERS NOTED WITH SATISFACTION THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
THE NATO SCIENCE COMMITTEE, WHICH RECENTLY CELEBRATED 
ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY, AND OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE 
CHALLENGES OF MODERN SOCIETY. 

1 1 . HAVING IN MIND THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 2 OF 

THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY, THE ALLIED LEADERS RECOGNISE 
THE GREAT IMPORTANCE OF SECURING A SOUND BASIS FOR 
THE FURTHER IMPROVEMENT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF THEIR PEOPLES. DIFFICULTIES IN 
MAINTAINING A SUFFICIENT AND SUSTAINED ECONOMIC 
GROWTH ARE AFFECTING THE ABILITY OF SOME MEMBERS OF 
THE ALLIANCE TO MAINTAIN AN EFFECTIVE DEFENCE EFFORT. 
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IN ADDITION TO ALLIED ASSISTANCE AND COOPERATION IN 
THE DEFENCE FIELD, THOSE COUNTRIES ALSO NEED ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE AND COOPERATION AIMED AT HELPING THEM IN 
THEIR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES AND IN THE IMPROVEMENT 
OF THE LIVING STANDARDS OF THEIR PEOPLES. TO THIS 
END, THE SECRETARY GENERAL WAS INVITED TO CONDUCT 
A STUDY, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT EXISTING EFFORTS BY ALLIED 
MEMBERS BILATERALLY AND IN OTHER INTERNATIONAL FORA, 

AND TO REPORT TO THE COUNCIL ON THE WAY IN WHICH THIS 
PROBLEM COULD BE ADDRESSED. 

12. THE ALLIES NOTED WITH SATISFACTION THE MEETING OF THE 
PRIME MINISTERS OF GREECE AND TURKEY. THEY EXPRESSED THE 
HOPE THAT THIS DIALOGUE ON BILATERAL QUESTIONS WILL 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE SOLUTION OF THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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TWO COUNTRIES. 

13. THE ALLIES REAFFIRMED THE IMPORTANCE THEY ATTACH TO 
THE STRENGTHENING OF COHESION AND SOLIDARITY ESPECIALLY 
IN THE SOUTH EASTERN FLANK. THEY EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT 
EXISTING PROBLEMS WILL BE RESOLVED, AND THAT FULL CO- 
OPERATION AMONG MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE IN ALL ASPECTS OF 
THE DEFENCE FIELD WOULD BE RESUMED. 

14. HAVING CONSIDERED THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST, 

THE ALLIED LEADERS EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT EFFORTS AIMING 
AT A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT IN THE AREA WOULD CONTINUE. 
THEY URGED ALL PARTIES CONCERNED TO REDOUBLE THEIR EFFORTS 
TO REACH A JUST AND LASTING PEACE. 

15. THE EFFORTS BY THE ALLIES TO REDUCE TENSIONS BETWEEN 
EAST AND WEST AND TO DISCOURAGE ATTEMPTS TO USE MILITARY 
POWER FOR POLITICAL ENDS, CAN ONLY BE SUCCESSFULLY PURSUED 
IN THE CONTEXT OF A STABLE MILITARY BALANCE. SUCH A 
BALANCE WOULD ENSURE THAT THEY CAN PURSUE THEIR DETENTE 
POLICIES IN SAFETY AND WITH CONFIDENCE. 

16. THE ALLIED LEADERS EXPRESSED THEIR CONCERN AT THE 
CONTINUAL EXPANSION OF WARSAW PACT OFFENSIVE CAPABILITIES. 
FACED WITH THIS SITUATION. AND NOTWITHSTANDING SOVIET 
STATEMENTS THAT THESE MASSIVE MILITARY RESOURCES ARE NOT 
DESIGNED TO THREATEN THE SECURITY OF THE ALLIED COUNTRIES, 

THE LATTER HAVE NO OPTION BUT TO CONTINUE TWO COMPLEMENTARY 
APPROACHES: ON THE ONE HAND, STRENGTHEN THEIR DEFENSIVE 
CAPABILITIES AND ON THE OTHER, SEEK TO PROMOTE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS ON ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGREEMENTS. THE 
ALLIES WILL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW THE LATTER APPROACH WHEN- 
EVER POSSIBLE. BUT PROGRESS IN THIS DIRECTION NECESSARILY 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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DEPENDS ON A POSITIVE ATTITUDE ON THE PART OF THE WARSAW 
PACT COUNTRIES. 

17. THE ALLIED LEADERS RECOGNISED THAT EFFECTIVE AND 
VERIFIABLE LIMITATION OF ARMS, AIMED IN PARTICULAR AT 
CORRECTING THE EXISTING IMBALANCES IN EUROPE IN THE CON- 
VENTIONAL FIELD, IS AN INDISPENSABLE CONDITION FOR A 
DURABLE IMPROVEMENT IN EAST- WEST RELATIONS AND FOR THE 
CONSOLIDATION OF PEACE. 

18. THE ALLIED LEADERS DISCUSSED THE US-USSR STRATEGIC 
ARMS LIMITATION TALKS. THEY WELCOMED PROGRESS MADE IN THE 
NEGOTIATIONS AND EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR US EFFORTS TO CON- 
CLUDE AN AGREEMENT WHICH IS RESPONSIVE TO THE SECURITY 
INTERESTS AND CONCERNS OF THE ALLIANCE AND WHICH ENHANCES 
STRATEGIC STABILITY AND MAINTAINS DETERRENCE. 

19. WITH RESPECT TO MUTUAL AND BALANCED FORCE REDUCTIONS, 
THE ALLIES WHO PARTICIPATE IN THE NEGOTIATIONS IN VIENNA 
REAFFIRMED THEIR COMMITMENT TO THESE NEGOTIATIONS WHICH 
THEY FIRST PROPOSED AT THE MINISTERIAL MEETING IN REYKJAVIK 
TEN YEARS AGO, AND THEIR DETERMINATION TO BRING THEM TO A 
SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION. THEY CONFIRMED THEIR ENDORSEMENT 
OF THE AGREED OBJECTIVE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS TO CONTRIBUTE 
TO A MORE STABLE RELATIONSHIP AND THE STRENGTHENING OF 
PEACE AND SECURITY IN EUROPE. THIS OBJECTIVE WOULD BE 
ACHIEVED BY THEIR PROPOSAL TO CREATE APPROXIMATE PARITY 
IN GROUND FORCES IN THE AREA OF REDUCTIONS THROUGH THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMON COLLECTIVE CEILING ON GROUND 
FORCE MANPOWER AND THE REDUCTION OF THE DISPARITY IN TANKS. 

THEY CALLED ATTENTION TO THE IMPORTANT NEW INITIATIVE 
WHICH THEY INTRODUCED INTO THE NEGOTIATIONS ON 19TH APRIL, 
TO WHICH THEY NOW LOOK FOR A SERIOUS AND CONSTRUCTIVE 
RESPONSE FROM THE WARSAW PACT PARTICIPANTS. THESE ALLIES 
CONSIDER THAT THE DATA DISCUSSION IN VIENNA IS AN ESSENTIAL 
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ELEMENT IN THE EFFORTS TOWARDS A SATISFACTORY OUTCOME AND 
THAT THE CLARIFICATION OF THE DATA BASE IS THEREFORE 
DECISIVE FOR SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

THESE ALLIES STATE THAT THEY WILL PROPOSE THAT A MEETING 
OF THE NEGOTIATIONS AT FOREIGN MINISTER LEVEL SHOULD BE 
CONVENED AT AN APPROPRIATE DATE ONCE SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS 
HAS BEEN MADE IN THE NEGOTIATIONS AND IT IS CLEAR THAT A 
MEETING AT THIS LEVEL COULD CONTRIBUTE EFFECTIVELY TO THE 
EARLY CONCLUSION OF A MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY AGREEMENT. 

20. THE ALLIES WELCOMED THE UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL 
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SESSION ON DISARMAMENT. THEY EXPRESSED THEIR RESOLVE TO 
PARTICIPATE IN IT CONSTRUCTIVELY AND THEIR HOPE THAT THIS 
IMPORTANT CONFERENCE WOULD PRODUCE SUBSTANTIAL RESULTS. 
ALLIED LEADERS AGREED THAT THE DESTRUCTIVENESS OF MODERN 
WEAPONRY, THE DANGER OF THE PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS. THE NEEDS OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF THEIR OWN SOCIETIES MAKE CO-OPERATION ON 
A WIDE RANGE OF DISARMAMENT AND ARMS CONTROL ISSUES AN 
URGENT TASK FOR ALL COUNTRIES. PROGRESS IN THIS DIRECTION 

CANNOT BUT CONTRIBUTE TO INTERNATIONAL PROSPERITY AND MAKE 
EASIER THE NECESSARY GROWTH IN FINANCIAL RESOURCES 
DEVOTED TO DEVELOPMENT. THE ALLIES REAFFIRMED THEIR 
DETERMINATION TO PERSEVERE, THROUGH NEGOTIATION, IN THE 
PURSUIT OF REALISTIC AND VERIFIABLE DISARMAMENT AND ARMS 
CONTROL MEASURES THAT ENHANCE STABILITY, REDUCE FORCE 
LEVELS AND PROMOTE SECURITY. TO THESE ENDS, THEY AGREED 
TO MAKE FULLER USE OF THE ALLIANCE MACHINERY FOR THOROUGH 
CONSULTATION ON ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT ISSUES. 

21. UNTIL SUCH TIME AS IT PROVES POSSIBLE TO ACHIEVE A 
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SATISFACTORY MILITARY BALANCE AT LOWER LEVELS OF FORCES 
THROUGH REALISTIC AND VERIFIABLE FORCE REDUCTION AGREE- 
MENTS, THE ALLIES WILL CONTINUE TO DEVOTE ALL THE RESOURCES 
NECESSARY TO MODERNIZE AND STRENGTHEN THEIR OWN FORCES TO 
THE EXTENT REQUIRED FOR DETERRENCE AND DEFENCE. THEY 
WILL CONTINUE THE EFFORTS THEY HAVE UNDERTAKEN TO PRESERVE 
AND PROMOTE THE STRONG INDUSTRIAL AND TECHNICAL CAPABILITY 
WHICH IS ESSENTIAL TO THE DEFENCE OF THE ALLIANCE AS A 
WHOLE. THE PROVISION OF NEW AND EXISTING GENERATIONS OF 
WEAPONRY WILL REQUIRE THE MOST EFFECTIVE USE OF DEFENCE 
RESOURCES AND DEEPENED CO-OPERATION IN ARMAMENTS. IN 
THIS CONNECTION, THE ALLIES WELCOMED THE STEPS THAT HAD 
BEEN TAKEN PURSUANT TO THE INITIATIVE AGREED IN LONDON ON 
THE INTENSIFICATION OF THE TRANSATLANTIC DIALOGUE. THE 
ALLIES ARE CONVINCED THAT THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THEIR FORCES 
CAN BE INCREASED THROUGH ENHANCED INTEROPERABILITY AND 
STANDARDIZATION OF EQUIPMENT AND DEFENCE EQUIPMENT PLAN- 
NING PROCEDURES. 

II. 22. AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY OF LONG- 
TERM TRENDS IN EAST- WEST RELATIONS AND OTHER MATTERS 
AFFECTING WESTERN SECURITY, LEADERS OF STATES TAKING PART 
IN THE INTEGRATED DEFENCE STRUCTURE OF THE ALLIANCE 
CONSIDERED THE 3 1ST MAY A REPORT ON THE LONG-TERM DEFENCE 
PROGRAMME PREPARED BY THEIR DEFENCE MINISTERS, WHICH HAD 
BEEN COMMISSIONED AT THE LONDON SUMMIT MEETING IN MAY 
1977. 

23. THEY NOTED WITH APPROVAL THAT EMPHASIS WAS PLACED IN 
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THE LONG-TERM DEFENCE PROGRAMME ON GREATER CO-OPERATIVE 
EFFORTS AND ON THE NEED FOR NATO CO-ORDINATED DEFENCE 
PLANNING TO BE PROJECTED INTO THE LONGER TERM. THE 
LEADERS OF THESE STATES ENDORSED SPECIFIC PROGRAMMES 
APPROVED BY DEFENCE MINISTERS TO IMPROVE THE READINESS 
OF NATO'S FORCES AND THE MOBILIZATION OF RESERVES, TO 
STRENGTHEN NATO'S AIR DEFENCES, TO COUNTER THE ELECTRONIC 
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WARFARE THREAT, TO ENHANCE NATO'S MARITIME POSTURE, TO 
PROVIDE MORE EFFECTIVE LOGISTIC SUPPORT FOR ALL NATO 
FORCES, AND TO IMPROVE NATO'S COMMAND, CONTROL AND 
COMMUNICATIONS ARRANGEMENTS. THEY APPROVED PROGRAMMES 
DESIGNED TO ACCELERATE THE MOVEMENT OF SIGNIFICANT REIN- 
FORCEMENTS TO THE FORWARD AREAS IN A TIME OF CRISIS, 
ENVISAGING THE COMMITMENT OF CIVIL AIR, SEA, LAND AND 
NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE RESOURCES; AND THEY WELCOMED IN 
PARTICULAR THE UNITED STATES INTENTION TO PREPOSITION 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT FOR THREE ADDITIONAL UNITED STATES 
DIVISIONS IN THE CENTRAL REGION OF ALLIED COMMAND EUROPE 
BY 1982, RECOGNISING THE NEED FOR EUROPEAN ALLIES TO 
PROVIDE THE NECESSARY SUPPORT AND OTHER FACILITIES. 

THEY ALSO NOTED WITH INTEREST THE WORK UNDERWAY IN THE 
NUCLEAR PLANNING GROUP TOWARDS MEETING NEEDS FOR THE 
MODERNIZATION OF THEATRE NUCLEAR FORCES. 

24. THESE ALLIED LEADERS NOTED WITH SATISFACTION THAT 
ALMOST ALL COUNTRIES HAD INDICATED THEIR INTENTION TO 
ADJUST THEIR FINANCIAL PLANS FOR DEFENCE IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE AIM, ESTABLISHED IN THE 1977 MINISTERIAL 
GUIDANCE, OF AN ANNUAL INCREASE IN DEFENCE EXPENDITURE 
IN THE REGION OF 3 IN REAL TERMS. THEY ALSO STRESSED 
THE IMPORTANCE OF ACHIEVING THE MOST EFFECTIVE RETURN 
FROM RESOURCES MADE AVAILABLE OR PLANNED FOR DEFENCE BY 
THE ACHIEVEMENT OF A GREATER DEGREE OF CO-OPERATION AND 
RATIONALIZATION; THEY WELCOMED THE EMPHASIS PLACED IN THE 
LONG-TERM DEFENCE PROGRAMME ON THIS OBJECTIVE. 

25. THEY EXPRESSED THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE LONG-TERM 
DEFENCE PROGRAMME FORWARDED BY THEIR DEFENCE MINISTERS, 
AS A MAJOR CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS ADAPTING NATO'S FORCES 
UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 1 1 STATE 141919 

TO THE CHANGING NEEDS OF THE 1980S. THEY CALLED FOR 
VIGOROUS FOLLOW-THROUGH ACTION TO BE TAKEN BY NATIONAL 
AUTHORITIES AND AT NATO AND INTERNATIONAL MILITARY HEAD- 
QUARTERS. IN THIS CONNECTION, TURKEY POINTED OUT THE 
IMPORTANCE TO HER PARTICIPATION OF SUFFICIENT SUPPORT 
FROM HER ALLIES AS WELL AS OF THE COMPLETE REMOVAL OF 
EXISTING RESTRICTIONS ON THE PROCUREMENT OF DEFENCE 
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EQUIPMENT. 

26. IN TAKING THESE DECISIONS, THESE ALLIED LEADERS 
CONCLUDED THAT, IN THE ABSENCE OF EQUITABLE ARMS CONTROL 
AND DISARMAMENT AGREEMENTS, A SATISFACTORY BALANCE IN 
STRATEGIC, THEATRE NUCLEAR AND CONVENTIONAL TERMS COULD 
ONLY BE ASSURED BY GREATER EFFORTS TO MODERNIZE AND 
STRENGTHEN THE MILITARY CAPACITY OF THE ALLIANCE. THEY 

STRESSED THAT THE MAINTENANCE OF SECURITY IS INDISPENSABLE 
FOR THE CONTINUED FREEDOM, INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY AND WELFARE 
OF THEIR SOCIETIES AND FOR THE FURTHERING OF DETENTE. 

END TEXT. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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